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a statute. It could at least be argued that vest-
ments were an allowable addition to the necessary-
surplice, and disinterested students of history, averse
as they might be from Ritualism, did not like to
see the prosecution get the benefit of the doubt.

Lord   Penzance's  path,  however,   was  strewn The
with pitfalls.   The Reverend Arthur Tooth, rector ^LoJ?
of St. James's Hatcham, a parish on the borders
of Kent and Surrey, was suspended by him for
three months on account of his offences against the
law of Ritual     Mr. Tooth treated the sentence Mr. Tooth,
with disdain, and continued to behave as before.
Thereupon   three  aggrieved   parishioners  applied
that he should be declared in contempt, and Lord
Penzance, adopting a statute of George the Third,
" signified " his conduct to the Queen in Chancery. Jan. is,
As a necessary result of this proceeding, Mr. Toothlb""
was arrested, and lodged for an indefinite period in Jan. w.
Horsemonger Lane  Gaol     The  majesty of the
law had been vindicated, but no reasonable person
could be satisfied with the result   That a beneficed
clergyman of the Established Church who persist-
ently refuses obedience both to his Bishop and to
the Courts of Justice should in the last resort be
deprived of the position he has abused may accord
with the fitness of things.    That he should be put
in prison, and kept there for the rest of his life, is
scandalous and absurd.     Mr.   Tooth's opponents
were so little pleased with their success that within
a month they applied for his release, and he was
accordingly set free.    His next performance, after Feb. 17.
a holiday in Italy, where priests are under episcopal
rale, was to climb into his church by the window, ,
and conduct an irregular service after his previous May 13.
manner.    Nor did he stop there.    How much he
respected the law when it was against him he had
already shown.    When the law was in his favour,
he  resorted to it without  scruple.    The secular
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